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On Jan. 31 in Washington DC, the State Department released its annual report on human rights
conditions around the world. The 14-page chapter on Mexico indicated that despite significant
improvements in 1991, major abuses continue. The report singled out the Federal Judicial Police
(Policia Federal Judicial), and in particular its anti- narcotics divison, as the chief perpetrator
of human rights abuses, including torture, extrajudicial execution, illegal detention, and abuse
of authority. Next, the report stated that credible charges of electoral fraud in the 1991 midterm legislative and gubernatorial elections were presented by opposition political parties, civic
organizations, and foreign observers who monitored the voting. The governmental National Human
Rights Commission (CNDH), as well as other sources cited in the report, said complaints of human
rights violations declined significantly throughout the year, result of legal reforms implemented in
1991 and efforts by the Salinas administration to prosecute violators. As of December 1991, a total of
139 government officials and police officers received disciplinary sanctions on the basis of CNDH
recommendations. Criminal charges were pending in 64 of these cases. The report indicated that 60
US citizens presented complaints of having been tortured during detention by Mexican authorities.
The US government submitted formal complaints to Mexico in 27 of these cases. (Sources: Spanish
news service EFE, Agence France-Presse, 01/31/92)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

